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QUBS0?IO:T  BOX: 

How  recognize  weeds? 
Right  way  to  water  garden? 
Do  "bees  help  Victory  garden? 
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Considering  how  many  people  are  grooving  Victory!  gardens  without  much  p,re~ 
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vious  gardening  experience,  it's  not  surprising  that  gam^^qtj.Bstions  arrive  in 


every  ma.il.     The  scientists  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  are  glad  to 
supply  these  beginners  with  answers  to  such  questions  as  how  to  recognize  weeds, 
the  right  way  to  water  a  garden,  and  whether  "bees  in  the  neighborhood  help  a. 
garden.     The  first  letter  is  from  a  Victory  gardener  who  asks; 

"How  can  I  recognize  the  worst  weeds  in  my  Victory  garden? n 
Plant  scientists  reply:     When  weeds  and  food  plants  are  Doth  very  small • 
you  can't  tell  which  is  which  except  "by  long  experience.     But  if  you  have  laid 
your  garden  out  in  nice  straight  rows,  planting  along  a  line  marked  'by  a  string 
tied  to  stakes,  you  can  be  fairly  sure  that  anything  coming  up  outside  of  this 
straight  line  is  a,  weed.     So  Pull  it  up  "before  it  gets  even  as  much. as  an  inch 
high.     When  you  weed,  work  up  to  within  an  inch  and  a  half  of  the  row  on  each 
side,  pulling  out  any  plants  that  have  come  up. 

Speaking  of  weeds,  several  undesirable  ones  may  flourish  near  the  garden, 
rather  than  in  it... along  fences  or  borders  or  on  nearby  trees  or  bushes.  If 
you  can  destroy  these  you  will  help  keep  them  from  seeding  your  garden.     Some  of 
the  most  common  are  morning  glory,  ragweed,  wild  garlic,  white  clover,  and  some 
of  the  grasses  that  don't  belong  in  your  vegetable  garden,  as  well  as  poison  ivy. 
Morning  glories  look  attractive  along  a.  fence,  but  when  they  twine  themselves 
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around  your  pole  beans  or  cornstalks,  you  will  be  sorry  you  let  them  grow.  Rag- 
weed may  not  give  you  hay  fever,  but  it  affects  a  good  many  people,  so  get  rid  of 
it.     Salt  any  clumps  of  garlic  in  the  pasture  near  your  garden  before  thoy  spread. 
As  for  that  universal  pest  —  poison  ivy, -give  it  no  quarter.     Spray  several  times 
with  salt  brine,  -  or  pull  it  out  with  gloved  hands,  or  grub  out  the  roots. 
Better  write  to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  for  the  free  Farmers 1  Bulletin 
on  poison  ivy  and  poison  sumac. 

And  here's  another  question  from  a  garden  novice; 

"Please  settle  a  dispute  about  watering  a  garden.    My  neighbor  sprinkles 
her  ga,rden  lightly  every  evening  about  sundown,  with  a  watering  can,  wetting 
all  the  plants  a  little. ..  giving  them  a.  'drink1,  she  calls  it.     I  was  taught 
that  soaking  the  ground  thoroughly  is  better  than  light  sprinkling,     the  idea 
being  to  keep  the  earth  moist,  but  not  the  plants.     Which  is  right?" 

You  are  right,  the  plant  scientists  say.    One  good  soaking  is  worth  half 
a  dozen  light  sprinkles,    plants  get  dusty  and  sprinkling  may  remove  some  of 
the  dust,  and  refresh  them  temporarily,  but  they  'drink'  through  their  roots. 
Except  in  a  fairly  heavy  rain,  wa,ter  doesn't  stay  long  on  the  leaves  and  stems 
of  plants, but  when  you  soak  the  ground  thoroughly  the  ulant  can  draw  the  moisture 
from  the  soil  through  its  root  system  for  some  time.     Even  in  dry  areas  where 
gardens  have  to  be  irrigated,  it  is  better  to  have  the  x^ater  supply  under  pres- 
sure and  soak  the  earth  deeply  and  thoroughly  when  the  water  is  turned  on. 

So,  however  you  water. ..with  a  can,  hose,  or  irrigation  system. .. soak 
the  earth  well  and  don't  water  again  until  the  soil  shows  sighs  of  becoming  dry. 
There  is  no  set  time  of  day  for  watering  a  garden,  but  if  you  water  in  the  early 
evening  the  moisture  on  the  surface  of  the  ground  doesn't  evaporate  so  fast. 

A  good  way  to  conserve  the  moisture  in  the  soil  is  to  mulch  between  your 
garden  rows  with  straw,  dried  lawn  clippings,  leaves,  or  similar  light,  dry 
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material.    Mulching  also  keeps  down  weeds. 

So  much  for  proper  watering  to  keep  garden  soil  moist.  How  for  the  last 
letter. ...about  "bees  in  the  garden. 

"One  of  my  neighbors  has  a  fruit  orchard  and  keeps  bees  to  pollinate  the 
blossoms  and  increase  his  fruit  crop.  Of  course,  his  hoes  visit  my  garden  when 
flowers  are  in  bloom.  I  have  "been  wondering  if  the  bees  are  of  any  value  to  my 
vegetables.  tt 

Entomologists  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  say  that  bees  are  very 
help ful  in  the  pollination  of  some  Victory  garden  crops.     So  you  can  be  glad 
you  have  a  bee-keeping  neighbor.    Many  -people  think  of  bees  only  as  producers  of 
honey  and  beeswax,  but  actually  these  are  merely  by-products.    Bees  are  vitally 
necessary  for  the  production  of  certain  farm  and  garden  crops  "because  they  trans- 
fer pollen  from  one  flower  to  another,  and  thus  fertilize  the  blossoms  so  they 
will  produce  fruit  and  set  seeds. 

A  few  species  of  flies,  "beetles  and  other  insects  also  visit  flowers  and 
pollinate  them,  but  bees  are  by  far  the  most  important.    Flower  nectar  and  pollen 
supply  the  entire  nourishment  of  both  young  and  adult  honeybees  and  wild  bees. 
Some  of  the  pollen  that  clings  to  the  bee's  legs  and  body  after  visiting  a  blos- 
som is  brushed  off  in  the  next  flower  visited  and  then  fruits  and  seeds  can  form. 

Bees  will  help  the  production  of  seed  from  cabbage,  carrots,  collards, 
kale,  onions,  peppers,  radishes,   rutabaga,  soybeans,  squash  and  turnips.  Most 
of  the  fruit  trees  like  apple,  cherry,  peach,  pear  and  plum,  and  also  straw- 
berries, blackberries  and  blueberries,  need  bees  to  pollinate  them.    Many  other 
fruit  and  garden  crops  depend  entirely  on  bees  for  pollination,  or  yield  better 
when  bees  are  about. 

So  your  neighbor's  bees  can  be  a.  great  help  to  your  garden. 

•That's  all  the  questions  for  today.    More  next  week. 


